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Despite a mass expansion of the higher education sector 
in the UK since the 1960s, young people from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds remain 
less likely to enter university than their advantaged 
counterparts. 

Drawing on unique new research gathered from three 
contrasting secondary schools in England, including 
interviews with children from three year groups and 
careers advisors, this book explores the aspirations, 
opportunities and experiences of young people from 
different social-class backgrounds against a backdrop 
of continuing inequalities in education. 

By focusing both on the stories of young people and 
the schools themselves, the book sheds light on the 
institutional structures and practices that render young 
people more, or less, able to pursue their aspirations.
      
   

Aspirations, Opportunities and the 
Reproduction of Social Class
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"This innovative and beautifully-written book elucidates 
the insidious everyday ways that class reproduction 
continues in all areas of England’s school system. " 
Sam Friedman,  London School of Economics

"A subtle and fascinating comparison of what happens 
in three schools in one city, revealing not only different 
practices, but also their life-shaping consequences. A 
powerful challenge to widespread assumptions about 
the role of aspirations in opportunities and outcomes." 
David James, Cardiff University 
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How to order 
Order online at policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk.
You can also order direct from Wiley European 
Distribution Centre: 
e: Bristol.csd@wiley.com  
t: +44 (0) 1235 456 500
Our eBooks are available via a range of library 
suppliers and individual eBooks are also available 
from most major retailers, see our website for more 
details. 
 
Our digital books and journals are available via our 
platform Bristol University Press Digital. Our books 
can also be accessed via Policy Press Scholarship 
Online (PPSO) in partnership with Oxford University 
Press, Cambridge Core and Project Muse. 

Get 25% off all books
Visit bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/
signup-bup-pp to join our mailing 
list and get a 25% discount on all 
our books.

Contact us
Bristol University Press, University of Bristol,  
1–9 Old Park Hill, Bristol BS2 8BB, UK
e: bup-info@bristol.ac.uk 
t: +44 (0)117 954 5940
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   Bristol University Press and Policy Press

Policy Press, an imprint of Bristol University Press, 
is committed to publishing the highest quality 
scholarship in the social sciences and aligned 
disciplines. As a not-for-profit university press, our 
aim is to publish work that makes an impact in the 
world.

Find out more at 
policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk

Jessie Abrahams is Lecturer in Education and Social Justice in the 
School of Education at the University of Bristol.
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